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SMALL-ARMS  FIRING  INSTRUCTIONS. 

U.  S.  MARINE  CORPS. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  7,  1900. 

1.  As  the  subject  of  rifle  firing  is  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  the  Marine  Corps,  it  is  desirable  that  no  effort 
or  pains  shall  be  spared  by  the  commanding  officers  and 
other  officers  at  the  different  stations  to  advance  the 
qualifications  of  their  commands  in  this  respect ;  and  to 
this  end  it  is  necessary  that  a  uniform  system  of  instruc- 
tion shall  be  pursued  at  all  stations. 

2.  For  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  requirements 
of  Special  Order  No.  48,  Navy  Department,  July  20,  1896, 
the  system  of  instruction  prescribed  in  the  "Firing  Reg- 
ulations for  Small  Arms  for  the  United  States  Army," 
1898,  as  modified  by  these  instructions  relative  to  Target 
Firing  in  the  United  States  Marine  Corps,  will  be 
strictly  carried  out. 

3.  Thorough  and  detailed  instruction  in  the  composi- 
tion of  the  piece,  in  taking  it  apart  and  reassembling  it, 
and  in  aiming  and  sighting  drills,  should  be  imparted  to 
officers  and  men,  followed  by  practice  in  the  gallery,  in 
individual  and  volley  firing,  by  careful  training  in  skir- 
mish runs  on  the  drill  ground,  succeeded  finally  by  range 
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U.  S.  MARINE  CORPS. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  i,  1900. 

1.  As  the  subject  of  rifle  firing  is  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  the  Marine  Corps,  it  is  desirable  that  no  effort 
or  pains  shall  be  spared  by  the  commanding  officers  and 
other  officers  at  the  different  stations  to  advance  the 
qualifications  of  their  commands  in  this  respect ;  and  to 
this  end  it  is  necessary  that  a  uniform  system  of  instruc- 
tion shall  be  pursued  at  all  stations. 

2.  For  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  requirements 
of  Special  Order  No.  48,  Navy  Department,  July  20,  1896, 
the  system  of  instruction  prescribed  in  the  "Firing  Reg- 
ulations for  Small  Arms  for  the  United  States  Army," 
1898,  as  modified  by  these  instructions  relative  to  Target 
Firing  in  the  United  States  Marine  Corps,  will  be 
strictly  carried  out. 

3.  Thorough  and  detailed  instruction  in  the  composi- 
tion of  the  piece,  in  taking  it  apart  and  reassembling  it, 
and  in  aiming  and  sighting  drills,  should  be  imparted  to 
officers  and  men,  followed  by  practice  in  the  .gallery,  in 
individual  and  volley  firing,  by  careful  training  in  skir- 
mish runs  on  the  drill  ground,  succeeded  finally  by  range 

(3) 


4:  SMALL-ARMS   FIRING   INSTRUCTIONS. 

practice,  supervised  with,  the  same  care.  To  this  end  the 
first  five  months  of  the  target  year,  from  November 
to  April,  will  be  devoted  to  theoretical  instructions  and 
preliminary  drills  and  exercises.  In  order  that  these 
drills  and  instructions  niay  be  conducted  to  advantage, 
they  will  replace,  as  far  as  practicable  during  that 
period,  the  ordinary  drills  and  exercises,  which,  for  this 
purpose,  can  be  materially  relaxed. 

4.  All  officers  will  make  themselves  familiar  with  the 
use  of  the  rifle,  and  with  the  system  of  instruction 
adopted,  as  well  as  with  the  regulations  for  carrying 
out  the  practice  in  the  gallery  and  at  the  ranges.  The 
commanding  officer  will,  therefore,  during  the  season 
mentioned,  assemble  the  company  officers  at  least  twice 
a  week  for  theoretical  instruction,  which  he  will  con- 
duct personally.  In  the  absence  of  the  commanding 
officer,  on  duty,  or  leave,  or  on  account  of  sickness,  such 
instructions  will  be  conducted  by  the  officer  next  in 
rank  present.  The  noncommissioned  officers  will  also 
be  thoroughly  instructed  during  the  same  period  by  the 
company  officers,  and  to  this  end  commanding  officers 
will  organize  their  respective  commands  into  companies. 

5.  The  practice  season  will  be  from  the  1st  of  April  to 
the  1st  of  November.  During  this  season  the  regular 
practice  will  be  held  until  the  prescribed  course  is  com- 
pleted, and  all  officers  and  enlisted  men  will  attend  each 
regular  practice,  unless  unavoidably  prevented.  Re- 
cruits who  join  too  late  to  take  part  in  firing  during 
practice  season  will  be  instructed  in  position  and  aiming 
drills  and  gallery  practice  during  the  first  three  months 
of  their  service,  and,  if  practicable,  will  be  taken  on 
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the  range  for  record  practice  before  the  close  of  the 
target  year. 

6.  It  is  necessary  to  fair  and  intelligent  classification 
and  reward  of  merit  that  competition  throughout  the 
Corps  should  be  conducted  under,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
like  conditions,  and  it  is  therefore  important  that  gal- 
lery practice  should  be  upon  ranges  of  the  same  distance, 
and  from  like  positions,  standing,  sitting,  or  kneeling, 
and  lying  down. 

7.  Practice  in  the  gallery  and  on  the  range  must  be 
under  supervision  of  a  commissioned  officer,  and  range 
practice,  when  practicable,  will  be  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Inspector  of  Rifle  Practice,  who  will,  when  pres- 
ent, be  in  charge  of  the  range. 

8.  No  man  shall  be  permitted  to  fire  on  the  range  until 
he  has  had  a  thorough  course  of  instruction  in  the  pre- 
liminary drills,  and  has  attained  an  average  of  80  per 
cent  in  his  best  two  full  scores  in  gallery  practice. 

9.  A  man  having  attained  the  required  percentage  in 
gallery  practice  to  enable  him  to  fire  on  the  range  will  be 
required  to  fire  during  the  practice  season  a  total  num- 
ber of  shots  not  exceeding  the  allowance  prescribed  in 
Appendix  B  of  the  "  Firing  Regulations  for  Small  Arms 
for  the  United  States  Army,"  1898,  for  infantry,  for  the 
distance  at  which  fired. 

10.  Preliminary  practice  will  be  held  as  prescribed  in 
the  "  Firing  Regulations  for  Small  Arms  for  the  United 
States  Army,"  1898. 

1 1 .  Record  firing  will  follow  the  rules  prescribed  in 
the  "Firing  Regulations  for  Small  Arms  for  the  United 
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States  Army,"  1898.  Firing  for  classification  will  be 
limited  to  200,  300,  500,  and  600  yards,  except  as  pro- 
vided for  in  paragraph  12. 

12.  Skirmish  firing  will  be  held  at  all  posts  where 
there  is  a  range  to  include  600  yards,  and  will  be  con- 
ducted according  to  the  rules  laid  down  in  Chapter  IV, 
"Fii'ing  Regulations  for  Small- Arms  for  the  United 
States  Army,"  1898.  A  record  of  such  firing  will  be  kept 
in  the  books  provided  for  that  purpose  and  report  sub- 
mitted annually.  When  practicable,  volley  firing  will  be 
held,  and  also  long-distance  firing  up  to  and  including 
1,000  yards.  Such  firing  will  be  made  a  part  of  the 
soldier's  record  but  will  not  be  necessary  for  classifica- 
tion. 

13.  At  stations  where  facilities  for  target  practice  do 
not  admit  of  firing  at  all  distances  necessary  to  qualify 
a  person  for  classification  as  a  sharpshooter,  any  one 
attaining  80  per  cent  in  his  best  four  full  scores  in  the 
gallery,  and  90  per  cent  in  his  best  two  full  scores  on 
the  range  at  all  distances  available  of  and  above  200 
yards,  will,  the  exigencies  of  the  service  permitting,  be 
transferred  to  a  station  that  will  afford  him  the  facili- 
ties for  qualifying  for  classification. 

14.  Any  man  who  desires  may,  in  the  discretion  of 
the  commanding  officer,  be  allowed  more  than  the  pre- 
scribed amount  of  target  practice  on  the  range  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  classification,  and  for  such  purpose 
may  purchase  the  ammunition  necessary  from  the  officer 
in  charge,  at  cost  price. 

15.  Classification. — The  class  in  firing  to  which 
any  officer  or  enlisted  .man  belongs  will  be  determined 


SMALL-ARMS    FIRING    INSTRUCTIONS.  7 

from  the  aggregate  of  the  best  two  full  scores  he  has 
made  on  the  range,  hut  if  discharged  or  transferred,  or 
if  he  has  completed  his  course  before  leaving  the  post, 
he  will  be  classified  according  to  the  aggregate  obtained. 
Whenever  a  man  is  transferred  or  discharged,  the  record 
of  his  best  two  full  scores  in  the  gallery  and  his  best  two 
full  scores  on  the  range  shall  be  entered  under  "Remarks" 
on  his  descriptive  list,  these  scores  to  be  credited  to  him 
in  subsequent  practice  for  classification. 

16.  An  individual  classification  report  will  be  sub- 
mitted at  the  close  of  the  practice  season,  accompanying 
Form  B,  which  will  contain  the  names  of  each  officer  and 
enlisted  man  then  belonging  to  the  command.  This 
report  will  give  the  names,  rank,  and  date  of  enlistment ; 
the  aggregate  of  best  two  scores  at  all  the  ranges ;  also 
tne  result  of  skirmish  firing;  the  average  per  cent  for  all 
firing,  and  the  previous  classification. 

17.  Sharpshooter. — One  who  in  record  practice  fires 
two  or  more  full  scores  at  each  distance  of  200,  300,  500, 
and  600  yards,  and  from  the  best  two  of  such  scores 
makes  an  average  of  90  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate 
score,  or  where  the  best  two  of  such  scores,  together  with 
his  record  in  skirmish  firing,  makes  an  average  of  72  per 
cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 

18.  Marksman.— One  firing  as  above  stated  at  200, 
300,  500,  and  600  yards,  and  from  the  best  two  of  such 
scores  makes  an  average  of  83  per  cent  of  the  possible 
aggregate  score,  or  where  the  best  two  of  such  scores, 
together  with  his  record  in  skirmish  firing,  makes  an 
average  of  66  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 
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19.  First  Class. — One  firing  as  above  stated  at  200, 
300,  500,  and  600  yards,  and  from  the  best  two  of  such 
scores  makes  an  average  of  70  per  cent  of  the  possible 
aggregate  score,  or  where  the  best  two  of  such  scores, 
together  with  his  record  in  skirmish  firing,  makes  an 
average  of  50  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 

20.  Second  Class.— One  firing  as  above  stated  at  200, 
300,  500,  and  600  yards,  and  from  the  best  two  of  such 
scores  makes  an  average  of  58  per  cent  of  the  possible 
aggregate  score,  or  where  the  best  two  of  such  scores, 
together  with  his  record  in  skirmish  firing,  makes  an 
average  of  46  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 

21.  Third  Class. — All  who  in  record  practice  fail  to 
make  the  necessary  per  cent  for  the  second  class. 

22.  On  account  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  ranges  at 
most  of  the  stations  in  the  Marine  Corps  exceeding  600 
yards,  this  distance  is  made  the  limit  of  firing  for  classi- 
fication under  present  circumstances.  It  is  important 
that  at  any  station  where  opportunity  is  afforded  for 
longer  distance  firing,  the  same  should  be  had,  and  to 
this  end  the  following  rules  for  classification,  in  addition 
to  those  above,  are  established. 

23.  Sharpshooter. — One  who  in  record  practice  fires 
two  or  more  full  scores  at  each  distance  of  200,  300,  500, 
600,  800,  and  1,000  yards,  and  from  the  best  two  of  such 
scores  makes  an  average  of  88  per  cent  of  the  possible 
aggregate  score,  or  where  the  best  two  of  such  scores, 
together  with  his  record  in  skirmish  firing,  makes  an 
average  of  70  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 

24.  Marksman. — One  firing  as  above  stated  at  200, 
300,   500,   600,  800,  and  1,000  yards,  and  from  the  best 
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two  of  such  scores  makes  an  average  of  81  per  cent  of 

the  possible  aggregate  score,  or  where  the  best  two  of 

such  scores,  together  with  his  record  in  skirmish  firing, 

makes  an  average  of  G4  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate 

score. 

REVOLVER  FIRING. 

25.  As  revolver  firing  constitutes  an  important  feature 
in  small-arms  target  practice  of  the  marine  guards  of 
ships  at  sea,  careful  attention  will  be  given  this  matter 
at  each  shore  station,  and  thorough  instruction  of  officers 
and  enlisted  men  is  required.  The  rifle  gallery  will 
afford  a  proper  place  for  revolver  practice  by  using  for 
a  target  an  iron  or  steel  plate  of  sufficient  size  and  thick- 
ness for  such  purpose. 

26.  This  practice  will  be  conducted  as  prescribed  in 
Part  VIII,  Chapter  1,  "Firing  Regulations  for  Small- 
Arms  for  the  United  States  Army,"  1898.  The  allowance 
of  ammunition  for  revolver  firing  will  be  the  same  as  that 
prescribed  for  light  artillery  and  infantry  in  Appendix 
B,  paragraph  767.  The  preliminary  practice  will  consist 
of  one  score  (six  shots)  at  each  of  the  ranges  10,  20,  and 
25  yards.  The  record 'firing  for  classification  will  consist 
of  two  or  more  scores,  of  six  shots  each,  at  a  distance  of 
25  yards,  and  the  percentage  for  the  different  classes  as 
follows : 

27.  First  Class. — One  who  in  record  practice  fires 
two  or  more  full  scores  at  an  A-cl  target,  75  feet  distant, 
and  from  the  best  two  of  such  scores  makes  an  average 
of  80  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 

28.  Second  Class. — One  firing  as  above  stated,  and 
from  his  best  two  full  scores  makes  an  average  of  60  per 
cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 
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29.  Third  Class. — One  firing  as  above  stated,  and 
from  his  best  two  full  scores  makes  an  average  of  50  per 
cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 

30.  Fourth  Class. — All  who  fail  to  make  the  neces- 
sary percentage  for  third  class. 

31.  In  revolver  practice  the  score  will  be  kept  and 
monthly  and  annual  reports  transmitted  upon  appropri- 
ate forms,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  rifle  practice. 

32.  The  allowance  and  expenditure  of  ammunition  will 
be  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  infantry  allowance, 
Appendix  B  of  the  "Firing  Regulations  for  Small  Arms 
for  the  United  States  Army,"  1898.  Men  firing  their 
yearly  allowance  of  ammunition  at  one  post  will  not  be 
allowed  to  fire  again  at  another  station  during  that  target 
year,  except  as  prescribed  in  paragraph  14  of  these  instruc- 
tions. 

33.  Score  Cards. — At  each  regular  practice  the 
commanding  officer  of  each  detachment  participating 
will  furnish  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  party  engaged 
in  the  practice  a  score  card,  inscribed  with  the  names  of 
the  officers  and  men  present.  At  the  close  of  the  prac- 
tice the  officer  in  charge  will  return  the  score  cards  to 
the  commanding  officer,  with  the  score  of  each  officer  and 
enlisted  man  thereon  in  ink,  or  with  an  indelible  pencil, 
and  certified  to  by  him.  In  making  out  score  cards, 
each  space  between  the  lines  will  be  used,  although  it 
may  be  necessary  in  so  doing  to  enter  the  record  of  the 
firing  of  different  parties  or  the  record  of  firing  on 
different  days  on  the  same  score  card. 

34.  Target  Record  Book. — This  book  will  give  the 
individual   record   of    every   officer   and   enlisted  man 
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attached  to  the  post.  It  will  be  made  by  transcribing 
from  the  certified  score  cards  the  record  of  each  man  at 
every  regular  practice. 

35.  Monthly  Report. — This  report  will  be  made  on 
the  last  day  of  each  month,  as  per  Form  A.  It  will  con- 
tain the  name  of  every  officer  and  enlisted  man  who  fired 
during  the  month,  and  will  give  the  totals  of  the  best 
two  full  scores  in  the  gallery  and  the  best  two  full  scores 
on  the  range  of  each  officer  and  enlisted  man,  at  all  dis- 
tances available  from  200  to  000  yards,  inclusive.  It 
will  be  accompanied  by  the  original  and  duly  certified 
score  cards  as  vouchers.  In  order  that  full  information 
may  be  contained  in  this  report,  a  tabulated  statement, 
as  shown  below,  will  be  appended  to  each  report,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  show  that  every  effort  has  been 
made  to  qualify  as  many  men  as  possible,  and  to  prac- 
tically illustrate  the  exact  condition  as  to  firing  of  the 
command  during  the  month. 
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Range 

Number 
tiring. 

Shots 
fired. 

Score  pos- 
sible. 

Score 
made. 

Average 
per  cent. 

200—      

53 

45 
8 
4 

530 

450 

80 
40 

2,650 

2,250 

400 

200 

1,523 

1,423 

255 

172 

57 

300 

500 

600 

63 
63 

86 

All  

110 

1,100 

5,500 

3,373 

61 

Note. — Of  the  sergeants  not  supposed  to  fire,  1  was  on  sick  list, 
2  on  furlough,  and  2  on  detached  duty.  The  corporals  not  supposed 
to  fire  had  qualified  in  the  gallery.  Of  the  privates  not  firing,  20 
had  qualified  in  the  gallery,  7  were  on  detached  duty,  10  sick,  49 
recruits,  and  1  disabled.  Every  effort  was  made  to  qualify  as  many 
men  as  possible. 


36.  In  order  that  the  extent  of  instruction  and  the 
relative  proficiency  of  the  different  stations  may  be  ac- 
curately known,  an  annual  report  of  all  record  practice, 
in  the  gallery  and  on  the  range,  will  be  made  as  per 
Form  B  at  the  close  of  the  practice  season,  October  31  of 
each  year.  This  report  will  show  the  total  number  of 
men  firing  each  month  and  the  average  per  cent  of  record 
scores  at  the  different  ranges.  The  classification  of  all 
men  will  also  be  shown,  and  from  these  reports  will  be 
compiled  and  published  annually  the  relative  standing  of 
proficiency  in  target  firing  of  the  different  stations  at  the 
distances  fired. 

37.  In  order  that  detachments  of  marines  serving 
aboard  ships  may  have  an  opportunity  to  compete  with 
those  serving  on  shore  for  sharpshooter  and  marksmen 
badges,  the  foregoing  instructions  will,  when  the  detach- 
ments are  permitted  to  fire  on  shore,  obtain,  and  reports 
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(monthly  and  annual)  as  prescribed  for  shore  stations, 
be  submitted  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector.  The  target 
year  for  such  detachments  will  not  be  confined  to  the 
period  from  April  1,  to  November  1,  but  they  may  fire 
for  classification  at  any  time  during  the  calender  year. 

38.  Blank  forms  for  score  cards  and  reports  of  target 
practice  will  be  furnished  by  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector, 
U.  S.  M.  C. 

39.  The  provisions  of  Special  Order  No.  48,  Navy  De- 
partment, Washington,  D.  C,  July  20,  1896,  will  remain 
in  full  force  and  effect,  except  that  "  Firing  Regulations 
for  Small  Arms  for  the  United  States  Army,"  1898,  is 
substituted  for  "  Firing  Regulations  for  Small  Arms  for 
the  United  States  Army,"  1892. 

40.  The  targets  called  for  in  the  "Firing  Regulations 
for  Small  Arms  for  the  United  States  Army,"  1898,  will 
be  furnished  upon  application  to  the  Assistant  Quarter- 
master, Headquarters. 

CHARLES  HEYWOOD, 
Brigadier  General  Commandant. 
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